
MEMORANDUM STANFORD UN IVERS ITY 

June 27, 1963 

To: Dr. Hubert H6f fner 
Dr. Albert H. Bc&mr 
Other members of NIH Cemmittee 

cc: Dr. Carl Djerassi 

From: Joshua Lederberg 

Subject: Dr. Djerassi @s memorandum dated June 19, 1963 on 
Patent Clause in N1H Research Grants 

I concur fully wlth Dr. Dfsrassi’s glocmy appraisal of the problems raised 
by NIH policy, and with his recorm?en det ions. I would, however, add that 
there is probably no workeble &jal- system of ensuring the proper reserva- 
tion of public interest In every case of possible conflict. The grantee&r 
should accept a moral cmitment , 
of all potentlaltnvQntions, 

in lieu of obllgatory advance repeating 
to consult the NIH in 8@case of patentability 

where a substantial interest might be involved ( in the investigator’s 
judgment), and to be particularly dfligsnt about doing so wherever any 
question of preemption of the public interest by prfvate interest of the 
investigator might arlse. Especially pernicious is the suggestion from 
NIH that Investigators ought to manage their research so as to generate 
patentable inventions. If anything, the opposite encouragement is called 
for. 


